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RAY EMERY USES THE NEW G-NETIK PRO II PADS WITH
MATCHING GRAPHICS ON HIS SUBZERO GLOVE
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Review:

Brians -Netik Pro Il

Their lightest, most flexible , advanced pad to date

The new G-NETik Pro II offers the fit, flex and feel
that reactive goalies loved in a traditional pad,

and combines that with the technical innovations,
durability and performance that modern goaltenders
expect from Brian’s Custom Sports.

At first glance, Brian's G-NETik Pro II pad doesn’t
necesarrily invoke feelings of a soft, reactive pad;
gone are the traditional knee rolls stereotypically
associated with that type of old school, move-
with-the-leg pillow. Make no mistake, however, the
G-NETik Prollis the mostflexible, reactive padinthe

Canadian stable at Brian's Custom Sports.

It also lives up to the company’s claims about being
the lightest and most advanced pad they've made
to date, with a handful of innovations that improve

weight, performance and durability.

Highlighting that list is a new Smart Strap system
that replaces both the traditional skate lace toe
tie and leather boot strap with elastic and Velcro,
providing a more connected feeling with the skate
while also saving weight. And not only can this new
Smart Toe be purchased separately and added to any

pad, but like all Brian’s strapping innovations of the

past five years, they made it so easy to switch back

to a traditional set up that a five year old could do it.

Given all that, it may be fitting that first glance
at the new G-NETik Pro II pad doesn't include the
traditional look of knee rolls. After all, let’s face it,
they are largely cosmetic and arguably produce less
consistent (though perhaps softer] rebounds than
the flat-faced alternative. And Brian's new G-NETik
Pro II pad is about a lot more than looks (although
with more of their Primo material and new matte
color options, it looks pretty darn good); it's about
continuing to take their equipment to another level
on the ice by combining the fit and feel reactive
goalies expectina traditional pad with the durability
and performance that fits the expectations of the

modern goaltender.

In many ways, the new Brian's G-NETik Pro II does
just that.
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Brian’s new G-NET-ik Pro II pad is not that our 35+l came in
at it’s still under six pounds even with kneepads that are

Most impressive is that the pad is still that light despite
ng, more durable (but also heavier) Primo material. InGoal
uickly won over by the new matte color options.
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Outside of commenting on how light the pad felt, which is something
goalies have come to expect and almost take for granted from Brian's,
the unanimous initial impression of the new G-NETik pad was how
flexible it was. Brian's has re-engineered the core with its proprietary
E-Foams tonot only create the new HyperFlexLite system, with a "4” flex
atall three break points up the pad (boot, below and above the knee), but

they also added torsional flex across the pad face.

InGoal testers agreed that the result lived up to the promises that the
G-NETik Pro II pad would be Brian’s softest, most flexible yet. Best of
all, because of the company’s exclusive E-Foams and continued use of a

solid core from top to bottom, it won't break down or shrink.

So how did Brian's achieve this feeling of flexibility and softness?

The more flexible breaks are part of it, as is that twisting or torsional
flex across the pad. Brian's also eliminated traditional lacing down the
face of the new pad, which not only makes for a seamless new graphic
but also allows for a bit of an air pocket in the shin because the outer
materials aren't laced in as tight, which helps explain many testers
felt rebounds off the G-NETik Pro I seemed a bit softer. And for all our
earlier talk about removing cosmetic knee rolls from the pad face, the
G-NETik Pro Il still has them internally on the back of its Full Flex Knee

system and they are anything but gratuitous.

Introduced in the original G-NETik pad, these internal knee rolls look
like three speed bumps on the inside of the knee, allowing that entire
middle knee section to actually flex and twist on its own, rather than

limiting the flex points to just below and above the knee section.

Speaking of the knee, ithas beenredesigned on both sides. In addition to
anewlook ontheface, theknee cradle areahasbeen completely wrapped
in Brian's rich-looking Primo material. In addition to that stylish carbon

fibre-esque appearance, the Primo material wears better than the rip-

stop nylon they used to use, and its smoother surface provides less

resistance to pad rotation.
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Brian'salsoimproved the outer flap of the knee cradle,
eliminating a needless second flap from the original
G-NETik pad, which testers said interfered with the
bottom of the pants in the butterfly. The one flap that
remains to attach the double-thick elastic knee wrap
has also been covered in Primo and split into three
segments, allowing it to wrap softly around the knee
for goalies that like to strap tightly arcund the knee.
But it also stays out of the way for those that prefer
to run that knee elastic down to the top of the outer
calf wrap instead. It's a small, but very noticeable

improvement from the original pad.

Speaking of improvements, the kneestack itself is

betteraswell. Forstarters, thethickestmiddle portion

of the stack is both removable and customizable.
Stock pads will come with the medium density foam
block that has been standard in Brian's pads, but
goalies will be able to custom order higher or lower
density foams instead, creating a firmer landing
area that won't compress like most pros prefer, or
softening the landing for aging knees in beer leagues.
Perhaps best of all considering how long Brian's
pads tend to last, it should be possible to order
replacements should the original start to compress

aver time (hey, every millimeter on our knees counts).

Another new addition to the Brian's kneestack is
a small “leveler” on the inside edge. Designed to

wrap around the thin first section of the knee that
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EVERY G-NETIK PRO II
PAD COMES WITH KNEE
PADS NOW, AND THEY
CAN BE ATTACHED BY
VELCRO DIRECTLY TO
THE PAD WIHT FLAPS
THAT ARE ALS0 EASILY
HIDDEN IF NOT USED.
AND THE KNEE STACK IS
BRIAN’S WIDEST, MOST
STABLE YET THANKS

TO THE SMALL WHITE
“LEVELING” TAB.
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contacts the ice (and must be shorter per NHL rules),
this small tab keeps the entire landing area more
level, effectively adding room for larger kneepads or
just helping to build a wider butterfly. The concept,
which reduces the chance of slipping off the stacks,
was introduced on the Reebok P4 and on Warrior's
original Ritual around the same time, and has wisely

been copied by other companies since.

This addition allows goalies to wear oversized

kneepads, but Brian's also eliminated the need to buy

aftermarket knee protection at all with the G-NETik
Pro II because every set now comes with its own.
That’s right, Brian's is now including knee guards.
Not only that, but they have designed a unique way

to connect them to the pads.

The kneepads themselves are a simple-but-sturdy
two-piece design that offers good protection and
blocking surface withoutbeing toobulky. The bottom

section is made of softer foam curved to wrap over

the kneecap and under the knee, with thicker foam
on the inside edge to help soften the landings in the
butterfly, and a single elastic to wrap it around the
top of the calf and secure it in place. Connected by
two short elastics at either side of the lower piece
is a molded plastic upper plate that wraps around
the thigh, with an elastic wrap to pull it tight if
desired. It'snot an uncommon design, but Brian's has
found a nice balance between protection and size, a
kneepad that goalies of every preference should be

comfortable with out of the box.

They also found a unique way to attach it to the pad
itself. Tucked inside the lower portion is a two-sided
Velcro flap. This can be attached to two matching
flaps that are tucked behind the knee cradle and
attached to the back of the pad just above the knee.
Both flaps are easily pulled out or hidden away, and
while not every goalie will want to attach them, it
worked easily and provided another unique level of

connectivity between the leg and the pads.
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That connection option continues down the calf of
the pad with the Smart Strap system, which should
be familiar by now. Just like the first G-NETik pad,
Brian's has included small flaps on the outer calf
wrap that make it easy to attached traditional buck-
les and leather straps, but given how easy it is to
customize the way the pad fits and moves around
your calf using the Velcro-based Smart Strap sys-
tem, most don't bother to switch back to old-school
strapping anymore. It will be interesting to see if the
same happens with the new Smart Strap systems

designed to replace the toe tie and bootstrap.

Based onInGoal Magazine testers, the new bootstrap
is a lock to stay in place. It might take a little longer
for some goalies to trade in their laces and knots for
the new elastic-based toe tie, but that’s the beauty of
Brian's new Smart Straps: Both can be changed back

and forth in seconds.
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Let's start with the bootstrap, if only because it's so
simple. Brian's has replaced the leather strap with a
durable material they describe as “seat belt like,” se-
curing it with a small plastic holder that tucks into a
Primo flap on the inside edge of the boot. This holder
allows goalies to easily adjust the length of the boot-
strap, which is passed through another small plastic
tab on outside of the boot, just below the outer calf

wrap, and attach back onto itself by Velcro.

For those that want to switch to the traditional leath-
er strap that is included, simply insert it into the tab
holding the small plastic piece at the bottom of the
boot and attach the buckle to the outer plastic (there
is a video demonstraion at the end of this review]. It
takes less than a minute, but it seems like a waste
of time to switch back to the old way. That's because
the Smart Strap only needs to be adjusted once for
length and it attaches at the same point every time
rather than always trying to remember which hole in

the leather strap to insert the metal buckle.

The Smart Strap tee tie is only slightly more com-
plicated to explain, but just as easy to use, and has
more performance benefits. It attaches through the
same holes on the toe as a skate lace, and Brian's
continues to provide both centered and “offset” holes
as stock options on every pad for either the Smart
Strap or a skate lace. Instead of two laces being used
to tie the skate to the pad, however, the Smart Strap
starts with a flexible V-shaped piece of Primo that
is then connected to two double-elastic straps, one
with soft Velcro and the other with a rough Velcro
Smart Strap tab like the bootstrap.

Just as you would with a skate lace, the two elastics
are run through the bottom of the cowling and then

pulled up over top of the skate.

Unlike a skate lace, which often has a bunch of extra
material that needs to be wrapped arocund the ankle

or double knotted, all a goalie has to do with the



Smart Strap is attach the Velcro atop the skate. It’s incredibly easy and

fast, butit also has performance benefits.

Most goaltenders that use skate laces to connect their skate to the toe
of the pad are forced to tie a section of knots between the pad and where
it connects to the skate. Thereason is simple: without this gap the skate
would not be able to transition easily to the ice when they drop into the
butterfly, which adds significant tension to the ankles, knees and hips.
It also delays their ability to grab a skate edge for a lateral push from
the knees. Some goaltenders use a sliding toe bridge to help get the

skate to theice, but even then many still add a few knots.

The problem with knots and sliding toe bridges is they can eliminate
some of that connected feeling between the skate and the pad. That’s
where the elasticity of the Smart Strap toe tie helps. The skate can be
wrapped in tight to the pad, but still transition easily to the ice when the
goalie drops into the butterfly.

Is there going to be some tension compared to the looseness created by
knots? Of course there is; it is elastic, which inherently stretches and
therefore also pulls slightly. But not a single InGoal tester noticed any
of this inherent resistance while playing with the Smart Strap toe ties.
Some did, however, notice a more connected, reactive feeling, including

the elastic helping square the pad when they got up out of a butterfly.

For those that didn't notice much of a difference the beauty was how
easily they could switch back to traditional laces: Simply untie the knot
on the Smart Strap, run the laces through the holes, add the knots and
and tie them onto your skates like you normally would. The only slight
issue was putting the Smart Strap back on: There isn't much string to
work with and with all the twisting that goes on in that part of the pad,
a slip-proof knot is required. But thanks to the miracle of Google and

Youtube, we found an easy sailor’s knot that worked.

For those worried about the wear and tear or how secure the Velcro
in these new Smart Straps will be, don’'t. We heard the same concerns
about the original Smart Straps on the first SubZero more than three

years ago and still have an set of those going strong.

NOT ONLY IS THE NEW SMART STRAP TOE
TIE INCREDIBLY EASY TO SECURE TO YOUR
SKATE, THE ELASTIC PROPERTIES ALLOW
GOALIES TO STAY CONNECTED TO THE

PAD WHILE STILL EASILY GETTING THEIR
COWLING TO THE ICE IN THE BUTTERFLY,
EASING TENSION ON THE JOINTS WHILE
ALSO MAKING IT EASIER TO GRAB AN EDGE
TO MAKE A LATERAL RECOVERY PUSH. EACH
PAD HAS A QR CODE LINKING TO THEM (SEE
OPPOSITE PAGE].
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If ever there as a case to be made for “if it isn't broken, don't fix it” a lot
of goalies might argue in favor of sticking with the original G-NETik Pro

glove and a pocket that seemed to vacuum up pucks.

The original was so popular that professionals like Eddie Lack tried
to refuse to give back their prototypes.

But the goalies behind Brian's - yes, their

designers all still play - are always trying

to take things to another level, and the

G-NETik Pro II trapper is no exception.

It was totally redesigned, with the palm

reshaped to be concave.

The most obvious improvement with the
new glove is the addition of a true one-
piece cuff in place of the old faux one-
piece, which was really a tight-seamed
two-piece with a solid layer covering it.
But the way this new cuff funnels into
the deep double-T pocket has also evolved
from the first generation with a new,

steeper angle.

The idea is to make it easier for any puck
that hits anywhere on that angle to carom
into the pocket, and that plan holds up
in practice. But it is worth noting that by
virtue of being a steeper angle, it seems
to start funneling into the pocket a little
later than the original G-NETik trapper,
which was exceptional at directing pucks into the pocket even if you

didn't catch them clean and they hit near the cuff.

With the new cuff extending a bit more down the thumb before it cuts
into the pocket, that margin of error appeared (and felt, according to one
tester) like it had decreased ever so slightly. But the pucks that do hit
that angle definitely end up in the pocket, and the feedback from the pro
level has been unanimously positive, including all the way from Finland,

where Noora Raty is playing pro against men.

THE NEW G-NETIK PRO II TRAPPER IS MORE
CONCAVE AND FEATURES A TRUE ONE-PIECE
CUFF THAT CUTS MORE DRAMATICALLY
INTO THE DEEP, PUCK-SWALLOWING
POCKET THAN ITS PREDECESSOR WHICH
FUNNELS INTO THE POCKET SOONER AND A
LITTLE MORE GRADUALLY.
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‘I think it’s better than the original,” Raty told
InGoal via email. “I like how the thumb is shaped

now and the overall feel is just better.”

The break angle hasn't changed: It stays at what
Brian's calls a 35-degree closure compared to
40-degrees in the SubZero Pro 2.

Inside the pocket, Brian's has removed the two
pieces of raised padding that used to sit on the
face of the pocket, instead transferring more
padding inside to preserve the protection that
offered without having it interfere at all with
closing the glove. Combine that with their break-
in process at the Canadian factory, and result is
a glove that snapped shut out of the box but has

yet to cause any stingers.

Brian's has also added a small piece of their synthetic Primo material
to the lowest part of the break, down by the bottom of the hand where
most goalies really grab the stick when firing the puck with a “Turco
grip.” This stronger material improves durability in this high-wear part
of the trapper, which is also why Brian's used it along the back edge of
the laces that wrap the pocket edge at the tip of the fingers.

Continuing on the backside, they have added a piece of high density
foam over the back of the fingers to increase protection, which was one

of the few areas of concern testers had with the original glove.

Brian's continued with the popular four individual finger stalls, lining
them with the antimicrobial X-static material to decrease stink and risk
of bacterial infections. But they also listened to customers who wanted
the traditional thumb loop that was missing in the original G-NETik
trapper, and have brought it back on the Pro I model.

Brian's also changed how the back of the new glove opens, and while it
still allows easy access to properly dry it between skates, the top panel
over the fingers no longer opens up, making it a little harder to access
the Velcro attachment point for the elastic strip that runs over the back

of the fingers to adjust how much they are locked in.



Not that slipping fingers are an issue with the continued use of Brian's
No Slip Grip material, which actually gets tackier as it gets wet, in
the palm and wrist of the glove. Add in the adjustable neoprene cinch
across the back of the hand and the G-NETik Pro Il continues to be easily
adjusted to individual preferences. And with a more open cuff and the
continuation of their popular “floating” wrist strap design, goalies that
like to catch in a “fingers up” style will have no problems squaring this
glove to shooters without any additional wrist strain - no matter how

much they want to tighten up that wrist strap.

Last, but certainly not least for the fashion conscious and nostalgic, is
the return of “The Eyes” along the top edge of the pocket. They do come
with a warning, however: like the SubZero Pro @ trapper, it's important ...

to press down with the fingertips when covering a puck along the ice, THE EYES ARE BACK ON THE NEW G-NETIK

especially when the glove is newer, because pressure on the palm alone PRO II TRAPPER, WHICH COMES STOCK
WITH A DOUBLE-T, BUT LIKE ALL PRODUCTS
canleave a gap under those eyes, and attempts to move the glove away  rrom BRIAN'S CAN BE CUSTOM ORDERED

can sometimes leave the puck behind and exposed, a complaint from ~ WITH A SINGLE-T INSTEAD.

two testers after it proved costly to them in a game.
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The biggest difference in the G-NETik Pro II blocker
is the sidewall. It has been beefed up significantly,
both it terms of thickness and overall coverage,
with a % inch piece of high-density foam. For any
goalie that turns the blocker at all when they go into
blocking mode, the extra surface area and protection

is a welcome addition.

This sidewall is also now binding-less, which not
only matches the main blocker board and face
aesthetically, but extends the effective surface area
right to the edge and increases durability. Brian's
took that a step further by using the synthetic Primo
material along the inside edge of the sideboard,
increasing durability in the area that is most often
in contact with the stick. It's a significant departure
overall from previous blockers and one every InGoal

test goalie welcomed.

There is still an extra piece of high-density foam
protection that runs along the index finger between
the sideboard and the hand, and itis still attached by
Velcro so goalies can adjust or even remove it. The
same goes for the foal pillow between the board and

the wrist.

The fingers continue to have
“accordion-style” flaps over the
outer edge of the outside three
fingers, which are designed to
fill some of the space when these
fingers are wrapped around

a stick and protect the index
THE NEW G-NETIK PRO II BLOCKER

HAS A NOTICABLY THICKER AND finger, which often is left straight
LARGER SIDEWALL COMPARED and exposed. But these flaps are
TO OTHER MODELS, WITH PRIMO
MATERIAL RUNNING ALONG THE
EDGE TO INCREASE DURABILITY,
ESPECIALLY DOWN AT THE BOTTOM
WHERE IT IS IN CONTACT THE MOST
WITH THE STICK.

stitched down along the inside
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edge now, creating slightly less of that accordion effect compared to

previous models.

The inside palm is lined with No Slip Grip to ensure good control of the
stick even after the hand gets sweaty or the palm gets covered in snow.
And the inside is lined with bacteria fighting X-Static material to make

help ensure that sweat doesn’'t become stink and infection.

The wrist cuff has been opened up even more, which helps offset any
interference with the chest-and-arm unit that might be caused by
moving the hand back down the blocker to a centered or neutral position

(the original G-NETik hand was moved up the board).

THESE VIDEOS SHOW HOW
EASY IT IS TO USE AND
INSTALL THE NEW SMART
STRAPS, AND EACH PAD HAS A
QR CODE LINKING TO THEM
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The Custom Goal Company
will make G-NETik Pro II

however you want. And
like Eddie Lack’s set, it will
perform right out of the box.




InGoal Magazine testers felt the G-NETik Pro II was a pad they could
strap on tight, one that would move and react with their leg rather than
moving around it. And yet, with the ability to easily either crank down
or loosen up the strapping in both the calf and knee cradle, it is also

possible to wear the pad looser and it still performs perfectly.

The idea of softer rebounds won't be for everyone. Some want them
further away tobuy time torecover, but for those goalies Brian's SubZero
Pro II pad provides a stiffer tock alternative. And, of course, as The
Custom Goalie Company, Brian’s still offers custom orders with varying
flex points at the boot, knee and thigh for stiffer breaks, including the

stiffest “1” with no outer roll break up top.

That's how Vancouver Canucks goalie Eddie Lack likes his, but even
those goalies that prefer a softer top break might want to contemplate
a “3” break on the thigh rise on custom orders instead of the stock “4”
option. Considering how well Brian's take and hold a curve, it's still easy
to create a perfect S-curve with a “3” and not everyone will want the
top section to be moved as easily as a “i4” break. But for goalies that like
a really soft, flexible pad from top to bottom, with that more reactive,
connected feeling, a stock G-NETik Pro IIis hard to beat.

Add in an improved, more protective blocker with a bigger blocking
surface, and a glove that snaps shut right out of the box as well as
anything on the market while still swallowing pucks and preventing
stingers, and the new G-NETik Pro II line offers the best of both worlds:
the fitand feelreactive goalieslove, and the durability and performance

that modern goaltenders expected from Brian's.

WHETHER YOU ARE MORE OF A PURE
REACTIVE GOALIE LIKE CRAIG ANDERSON,
OR MORE OF A MODERN TECHNICIAN LIKE
EDDIE LACK, THE G-NETIK PRO II CAN BE
SET UP TO WORK FOR YOUR GAME.
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